
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
September 22, 2008              
             
CONTACT: Cristina Llorens, (561) 
681-6605 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Chantal Collier, manager of the Florida Department of Environmental Protection 
Coral Reef Conservation Program, briefs Broward County Commissioners and  

Aides about the importance of southeast Florida coral reefs during a  
special field excursion on a glass-bottom boat last week. 

 
Broward County Commissioners and Aides join Local Coral Reef Experts  

on Glass-bottom Boat Tour of two Nearshore Reefs. 
  

FT. LAUDERDALE – Last Wednesday, September 17, Broward County Commissioners Sue 
Gunzburger and Kristen Jacobs, along with Aides from the offices of Commissioners Lieberman, 
Ritter, Wexler, Rodstrom and Wasserman-Rubin joined over a dozen local coral reef experts on a 
field excursion out of Port Everglades to view two nearshore coral reefs.  The host committee 
was comprised of team members of the Southeast Florida Coral Reef Initiative (SEFCRI), staff 
from Broward County, the National Coral Reef Institute and the Florida Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Commission. 
 
Chantal Collier, manager of the Florida Department of Environmental Protection Coral Reef 
Conservation Program (FDEP CRCP) briefed the Commissioners and Aides about biological and 
socio-economic importance of southeast Florida’s reefs, as well as shared information about the 
FDEP CRCP and the SEFCRI.  Dr. Ken Banks of the Broward County’s Environmental 
Protection and Growth Management Department and Dr. Dave Gilliam of the National Coral 
Reef Institute at Nova Southeastern University discussed their research on stony corals while at 
the two sites.   
 
This field excursion for Broward County Commissioners comes roughly three months after the 
Commission issued a Proclamation for coral reefs, which recognized the extraordinary 
biological, geological, and economic resources represented by coral reef ecosystems locally, 
nationally, and globally; and the fact that coral reefs worldwide, as well as in Florida, are 
suffering degradation from the effects of overfishing, coastal construction and development, land 
based sources of pollution, and global climate change. 
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Lee Edmisto, Director of the FDEP Office of Coastal and Aquatic Managed Areas, applauded 
the Broward County Commissions decision to issue a “Proclamation” at their June 24, 2008 
Commission meeting in recognition and support of the International Year of the Reef (IYOR), 
the International Coral Reef Symposium (ICRS) and the SEFCRI.  Edmisto stated, “This is 
important work and it’s great to see local government taking a stand to promote the conservation 
of this extensive and fragile resource.” 
 
The 2008 IYOR is a worldwide campaign to raise awareness about the value and importance of 
coral reefs and to motivate people to take action to protect them. The Southeast Florida Coral 
Reef Initiative, led by the DEP Coral Reef Conservation Program, is a local action strategy for 
collaborative action among government and non-governmental partners to identify and 
implement priority actions needed to reduce key threats to southeast Florida coral reef resources. 
 
Chantal Collier’s briefing touched on an introduction to coral reefs, threats, the economic value, 
how SEFCRI is working to protect southeast Florida’s coral reefs and what is needed to conserve 
coral reefs.  She then highlighted several positive actions of Broward County (e.g. the recent 
Proclamation, the Counties extensive mooring buoy program, stringent water quality standards, 
etc.).  She also touched on next steps for conserving southeast Florida’s coral reefs. 
 
“Reef-related tourism and recreation is very important to the local economy. Usage of natural 
and artificial reefs in Florida generates $6.3 billion in sales and income and sustains more than 
71,000 jobs annually.  In the 4 counties of SE FL, reefs generate $5.7 billion in sales and income 
and support 61,000 jobs each year. In Broward County alone, reefs generate $3.1 billion in sales 
and income and support 36,000 jobs each year. About 70% of the sales are attributed to visitors; 
local residents account for the rest”, said Collier. 
 
In addition to the Commissioners, Aides and host committee, NBC – WTVJ reporter Jeff 
Burnside also attended the field excursion.  The coverage can be viewed online at 
http://www.nbc6.net/news/17497755/detail.html?dl=mainclick&taf=ami .  For information on 
the Florida Department of Environmental Protection’s Coral Reef Conservation Program and the 
Southeast Florida Coral Reef Initiative, visit  www.dep.state.fl.us/coastal/programs/coral and 
www.southeastfloridareefs.net.  
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