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Florida Department of Environmental Protection/Florida Coastal Office represents the State at 33rd 
meeting of United States Coral Reef Task Force and All Islands Coral Reef Committee              
Joanna Walczak, Southeast Regional Administrator  

This February, FDEP’s Florida Coastal Office Director Kevin Claridge and Southeast Regional Administrator 
Joanna Walczak represented the State of Florida at the 33rd meeting of the U.S. Coral Reef Task Force 
(USCRTF) and U.S. All Islands Coral Reef Committee (AIC), held in Washington, D.C.  
 
The USCRTF was established in 1998 by Presidential Executive Order to lead U.S. efforts to preserve and 
protect coral reef ecosystems. It includes leaders of 12 Federal agencies, seven U.S. States, Territories, 
Commonwealths, and three Freely Associated States. The USCRTF helps build partnerships, strategies, 
and support for on-the-ground action to conserve coral reefs. 
 
The AIC ensures coordination and cooperation within and among the seven U.S. coral reef jurisdictions 
including American Samoa, the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Florida, Guam, Hawaii, 
Puerto Rico, and the U.S. Virgin Islands. Affiliate jurisdictions are the Freely Associated States of Microne-
sia, Marshall Islands, and Palau. Working together with federal agencies and partners the AIC presents a 
unified voice for the better management and protection of our coral reef ecosystems for present and fu-
ture generations. 
 
Highlights of the meeting include updates on the local coral management efforts from each of the seven 
U.S. coral reef jurisdictions; USCRTF’s Watershed Partnership Initiative coordination efforts in Puerto Ri-
co, Hawaii, and American Samoa; the National Ocean Policy Strategic Action Plan; the new Endangered 
Species Act listing of 20 corals and associated 4(d) rule development; and the Handbook on Coral Reef 
Impacts: Avoidance, Minimization, Compensatory Mitigation and Restoration being developed by the 
USCRTF’s Injury & Mitigation working group.  
 
Global and local threats to coral reefs continue to grow, and under the status quo, coral reefs are declin-
ing at alarming rates. Models from the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) predict 
that 2015 is expected to the worst coral bleaching event since 1998, when the U.S. functionally lost 15-20 
percent (almost 1/5th) of the world’s coral reefs. The members of the USCRTF and AIC are committed to 
working together to be more effective in protecting our ecologically and economically valuable coral reef 
ecosystems. 
 
For more information, visit: http://www.coralreef.gov/ and http://allislandscommittee.org/ 

http://www.coralreef.gov/
http://allislandscommittee.org/
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SEFCRI Team and Technical Advisory Committee Review of Recommended Management Actions  

Meghan Balling, Fishing, Diving, and Other Uses Coordinator 

 

After meeting monthly from March through November in 2014, the Our Florida Reefs Community Work-

ing Groups developed 191 Recommended Management Actions (RMAs). These draft RMAs are to help 

balance the use and protection of the reefs. The RMAs addressed topics  in  Fishing, Diving, Boating and 

Other Uses; Land-Based Sources of Pollution; Coastal Management and Construction; Enforcement; Di-

rect Impacts to Reefs; Awareness, Appreciation, Education and Outreach; Coral Reef Habitat Ecosystem; 

and Place-Based Management.  The Southeast Florida Coral Reef Initiative (SEFCRI) Team and Technical 

Advisory Committee (TAC) reviewed the RMAs during a week of meetings held at the Nova Southeastern 

University Oceanographic Center and the South Florida Water Management District in January. The SEF-

CRI Team and TAC offered feedback and supplementary information to improve and clarify RMAs.  The 

Our Florida Reefs Community Working Groups will review and consider this feedback as they reconvene in 

March to edit and augment their Recommended Management Actions. 

 

 

Above: Southeast Florida Coral Reef Initiative 

Team members review Recommended Man-

agement Actions during their annual meeting 

in January. 

 

Below: Southeast Florida Coral Reef Initiative 

Team embers Shana Phelan, left, and Nick Morrell 

discuss proposed management actions at the an-

nual team meeting in January.  
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Earth Month offers three different classes for southeast Florida community members 

Ana Zangroniz, Awareness & Appreciation Coordinator 

 

Have you ever been in the water and not quite sure the type of fish you’ve seen? Or are you ready to step 

up your coral identification skillset? Then please join the Florida Department of Environmental Protection’s 

Coral Reef Conservation Program this spring for a series of free educational classes. These classes are in 

honor of Earth Month and a part of the Baynanza festivities hosted by Miami-Dade County. The classes are 

FREE but since space is limited, please RSVP to: coral@dep.state.fl.us. Eight students minimum are needed 

for the class to go forward. 

 

Classes will be held at: 

Biscayne Bay Environmental Center 

1277 NE 79th Street 

Miami, FL 33138 

 

The course offerings and dates are as follows: 

 

SEAFAN BleachWatch: Tuesday, April 14, 12-2pm OR Thursday, April 16, 6-8pm Description: SEAFAN 

BleachWatch helps to detect and monitor coral bleaching events in southeast Florida and improve scientific 

understanding. Recreational, commercial and scientific divers are encouraged to become part of the 

BleachWatch Observer Network by participating in a training session. These 1.5 hour sessions include an in-

troduction to the Southeast Florida Action Network (SEAFAN), a short lesson on coral biology/bleaching, a 

description of the BleachWatch Early Warning Program, and an overview of how to properly assess coral con-

dition, record observations, and submit reports. All participants will be provided with a BleachWatch Kit, which 

includes a program overview, coral bleaching fact sheet, data sheets, data sheet instructions, dive whistle, and 

coral ID and bleaching example cards to use as a reference below and above the water. 

 

 

Marine Invertebrate Identification: Tuesday, April 21, 12-3pm OR Thursday, April 23, 6-9pm 

Description: The most common sponges, octocorals (soft corals), crustaceans, echinoderms, and mollusks 

that you are likely to encounter while diving or snorkeling on southeast Florida’s coral reefs will be intro-

duced in this course. A knowledge review will be administered at the end of the class and all participants 

will receive a resource CD-ROM of the presentation from the course for future reference. 

 

mailto:coral@dep.state.fl.us
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Earth Month, continued 

 

REEF Fish Identification: Tuesday, April 28, 12-3pm OR Thursday, April 30, 6-9pm 

Description: This is a beginner course that teaches the basics of “fish watching”, including how to identify 

the 50 commonly sighted species in the tropical western Atlantic. A knowledge review will be administered 

at the end of the training. Anyone scoring 80% or better and who goes on to complete two fish surveys can 

become an Experience Level 2 volunteer for the Reef Environmental Education Foundation (REEF).  

The REEF Fish Survey Project is a volunteer fish monitoring program that enables volunteer SCUBA divers 

and snorkelers to collect and report information on marine fish populations. The data are collected using a 

fun and easy standardized method, the Roving Diver Technique, and are housed in a publicly accessible da-

tabase on REEF's website. Data collected by REEF volunteers are used for public education and by a variety 

of resource management agencies and researchers. For more information on REEF, go to: www.REEF.org. 

http://www.reef.org/
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Trash Talk: A Recap of the 2014 Reef Cleanup Results 

Karen Bohnsack, Reef Resilience Coordinator 

Many people are used to seeing trash along 

our coastlines and beaches, but once it dis-

appears underwater this marine debris goes 

largely unnoticed. Fortunately, southeast 

Florida is home to many divers who are will-

ing to help remove some of the trash that 

has made its way underwater and on to our 

coral reefs. This past summer they did just 

that during the 4th Annual Southeast Florida 

Reef Cleanup hosted by the Department of 

Environmental Protection’s Coral Reef Con-

servation Program and the Southeast Flori-

da Coral Reef Initiative in partnership with 

local dive businesses in Miami-Dade, 

Broward, and Palm Beach Counties. In Mar-

tin County, DEP also partnered with Peck’s 

Lake Reef Dive Cleanup, as part of the 6th 

Annual Treasure Coast Waterway Cleanup. 

 

This year, 91 divers participated in the 4th 

Annual Southeast Florida Reef cleanup 

aboard one of 7 charter boats, and an addi-

tional 29 divers participated in a cleanup at 

Blue Heron Bridge which was included for   

the first time as part of this event.  

 

These divers spent an estimated 181 hours underwater, and collectively managed to haul in approximately 

575 pounds of debris from the sea floor.  

 

Above: A diver removes marine debris during the 2014  

Southeast Florida Reef Cleanup.  
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Trash talk, continued 

Not surprisingly, the composition of debris varied between sites, especially between the reef sites and Blue 

Heron Bridge. Among the types of debris found, monofilament line was the most prevalent on the reef, and 

fishing debris in general formed the largest percentage of all debris found. Plastic beverage bottles and alu-

minum cans were found throughout the region, while cigarette filters, straws and plastic food wrappers were 

only found at Blue Heron Bridge.  

 

Beyond helping rid the ocean of harmful trash, divers had a great time getting out on the water and meeting 

new dive buddies. Some were even surprised with spectacular and valuable marine debris finds, including a 

GoPro camera, designer sunglasses, and cold hard cash – although in this case it was soggy and wet – but still 

good! 

 

Many thanks to all of the participating divers as well as RJ Dive Center, South Florida Diving Headquarters, 

Force-E, American Dream Dive Charters, Jupiter Dive Center, Narcosis Dive Charters, Dolphin Sun Dive Char-

ters, and Pura Vida Divers for joining in the 4th Annual Southeast Florida Reef Cleanup, and again to Pura Vida 

Divers for also hosting the event at Blue Heron Bridge.  

 

Divers interested in joining the effort to rid our reefs of harmful debris can help year-round by picking up 

trash on every dive. Significant accumulations of marine debris or large debris items that cannot be removed 

safely can be reported at www.SEAFAN.net or 1-866-770-SEFL. Divers can also sign up with one of the dive 

boats participating in the 5th Annual Southeast Florida Reef Cleanup. Like us on Facebook (Florida’s Coral Pro-

gram) or join our mailing list to be updated as dates and locations are selected. 

 

 

 

http://www.SEAFAN.net
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Coral monitoring yields positive results 
Mollie Sinnott, Reef Injury Prevention and Response Coordinator 
Melissa Sathe, Reef Injury Prevention and Response Technician 
 
This February, the Coral Program’s Reef Injury Prevention and Response (RIPR) Team, with support from 
Broward County staff, monitored corals at a vessel grounding site located just offshore John U. Lloyd State 
Park in Broward County. The injury happened in 2008 when the M/V Nekton Rorqual, an 80 foot long live-a-
board dive vessel ran aground. Following the incident, resource trustees worked with the vessel owner to 
conduct emergency triage of the injured organisms - including re-attaching and stabilizing over 300 stony cor-
als. A percentage of these corals were tagged for future monitoring so that the RIPR Team could track their 
recovery over time.  
 
Monitoring involves measuring the coral’s live tissue dimensions, determining if there was any recent or old 
mortality, and recording the presence of any disease, bleaching, or boring sponges. As part of the settlement 
agreement with the vessel owner, the RIPR Team has been monitoring these corals every few years. Now al-
most seven years later, the monitoring data shows that 96% of the tagged corals were still able to be located 
and were still alive. If these corals had not been stabilized, they likely would have died shortly after the inju-
ry. This shows the significance of how important emergency stabilization of impacted organisms is to the re-
covery of injury sites. 

Left: Coral Reef Conservation 

Program staff member     

Meghan Balling measures a 

coral colony at the M/V    

Nekton Rorqual grounding 

site. 
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NOAA Coastal Management Fellow Change 
Lauren Waters, Assistant Manager and Maritime Industry and Coastal Construction Impacts Coordinator 
 
Many of our SEFCRI Team members and stakeholders had the pleasure of meeting and engaging with our 

first NOAA Coastal Management Fellow Caitlin Pomerance.  Caitlin had a great career opportunity presented 

to her and departed with a fine farewell at the end of January.  I am pleased to announce we have a new Fel-

low coming on board for the next year and half to help pick up where Caitlin left off.  We welcome Kelly 

Egan! Kelly comes to us with a Bachelor of Science in Ecology and Organismic Biology from Florida Atlantic 

University and a Masters in Marine Biology and Coastal zone Management from Nova Southeastern Universi-

ty. Having worked with the FDEP Southeast District on Environmental Resource Permits since 2008, she will 

be a perfect fit to assist with Maritime Industry and Coastal Construction Impact issues related to our reef 

resources. Additionally, she has worked with D.B. Ecological Services collecting sea turtle nesting data. Kelly 

will also be a regular staff face at the Our Florida Reefs Community Working Group meetings as she assists in 

helping execute those events. Please help us in welcoming Kelly! 

Right:  NOAA Coastal Man-

agement Fellow Kelly Egan 
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