






Ask students if they know what a coral is? (plant, animal, rock, etc.)
Many students do not truly know how to identify what a coral is. Corals look like either 
rocks or plants but they are actually animals. Corals belong to the same animal 
family as jellyfish. There are soft corals that sway in the waves and stony corals that 
are rigid. The body of a coral is made up of polyps. Hundreds and even thousands of  
coral polyps connect together to form the structures that create the shapes we 
recognize as corals on the reefs. ( show examples of corals in the trunk as well as 
picture/video resources in powerpoint). 



Ask the students where corals can be found.

Corals can be found in oceans all around the world. Tropical coral reefs, like Florida’s 
Coral Reef, are found 30 degrees north and south of the equator. Corals need just the 
right temperature, salinity, and sunlight to thrive and grow.  They could be found in 
many places ranging from shallow warm water where there are rocky bottoms, to 
shipwrecks deeper in the sea. For a coral reef to form, corals need a hard surface to 
settle on and grow. Coral reefs are home to thousands of plants and animals. 



Ask the students where corals can be found.
Corals can be found in oceans all around the world. Corals need just the right 
temperature, salinity (how much salt is in the water), and sunlight to thrive and grow. 
The majority of corals are found in the warm tropical waters around the equator. They 
could be found in many places ranging from shallow warm water where there are 
rocky bottoms, to shipwrecks deeper in the sea. Corals need a hard surface to settle 
on. Coral reefs are home to thousands of plants and animals. 



Ask students if they have ever seen a coral before or can describe what they 
look like.

Corals come in a variety of shapes, sizes and colors. Corals can be hard or soft. The 
soft corals move back and forth in the water, while the hard corals are rigid and stay 
in place. Corals range in colors from green, blue, purple, pink, gold, and many colors 
in between. Some corals have branch-like shapes, similar to trees, while others can 
grow in mounds on the ocean floor. They can be tube shaped, cylinder shaped, and 
sphere shaped. 



What kind of shapes, textures, sizes and colors  do you notice in the corals?
Show students the slide show photos and see if they recognize. Point out cylinders, 
circles, triangles, spheres, etc. Bumpy, rough, smooth textures. Soft and hard corals 
and the variety of colors seen in the photos.



If a coral is an animal, how does it eat?
Corals can get food in a few different ways. The main way corals can get energy is 
from the sun with the help of algae that can live inside the coral’s tissues. The algae 
photosynthesize to provide food for the coral. Another way the coral can get food is by 
eating plankton. Plankton are teeny tiny creatures that live in the ocean. Coral polyps 
have tentacles,like  jellyfish, that help them catch the plankton to eat.  When a coral 
polyp dies, new coral polyps grow over the top of the old ones, creating larger corals 
and growth of the coral colony. 



Ask students if they know what lives on a coral reef.

Thousands of plants and animals can live on a coral reef. They are known as 
rainforests of the sea because they are home to many creatures such (clockwise from 
turtle) Sea turtles, lobster, sharks, rays, and fish ranging from tiny gobies to Goliath 
Groupers [here are barracuda and parrotfish].. (see accompanying pictures in 
powerpoint, or use books suggested for many more examples of the animals that live 
on a coral reef).



Ask students if people can live on a coral reef.
People can’t breathe underwater like fish but they can visit coral reefs by snorkeling 
or SCUBA diving. It’s a beautiful site to observe!
Explain to students that coral reefs form a home that gives shelter and food to 
many different creatures in the sea. 





Part 3 - Lesson Wrap Up
Give students time to pair up with another team and turn and talk to the group about 
the following reflection questions:


