In the last lesson we learned what corals are and how they grow. In this lesson
we will focus on Florida’s Coral Reef, the animals who live there, and some
things that threaten the reef and the animals who call the reef home.
Did you know all the animals who live on the reef work together? Can you think
of some ways a coral reef helps the animals who call it their home?
●
Florida’s Coral Reef provides shelter and food for many different animals, like
nurse sharks, spiny lobsters, fish, sea turtles, and sponges.
●
(show picture examples in the powerpoint of animals that call the reef their
home)

What are some things that you think could be harmful to a coral reef or the
organisms that live there?
●
Physical damage, like boat anchors and people kicking or standing on while
snorkeling or SCUBA diving
●
Marine debris
●
Pollution that originates on land and flows into the ocean and out to the reef
●
Overfishing
●
Coral bleaching
●
Ocean acidification makes it tough for corals to grow

Let’s take a look at this interactive coral reef.
https://coralreef.noaa.gov/interactivereef/interactivereef.html
*This highlights several species and the threats that they face. You can project this
from your board, or have students come up, tap on the board, and then explain the
threats associated with each species

Part 2 - Coral Reef Food Web Game
Now that we know more about the animals on Florida’s Coral Reef and some
problems that happen to the reef, we are going to model the reef. Each of you is
going to play a very special role of an animal that lives on the coral reef!
●
Pass out species cards to each student.
●
Each student will play the role of a certain species.
●
Form a circle around the room.
●
As each species is named in the role play, the students may step inside the
circle to act out their animal species
●
The story that ensues as students act around the circle will illustrate the
animals that live on the reef and what happens to them when certain threats
arise.
●
At one point, all the animals will be inside the circle working together on the
reef.
●
By the end, most of the animals will step out of the circle because they can’t
live there anymore due to the threats.

We want our coral reefs to stay healthy so the corals and all of the animals that
call the reef their home can live there! Let’s look at some ways we can help the
reef survive.
Share powerpoint slides with the ways we can help.
●
●
●
●

●

●

Conserve water – the less water you use, the less runoff and wastewater that
eventually finds its way back into the ocean
Turn off the lights – being energy efficient helps reduce greenhouse gas
emissions. Climate change is one of the biggest threats to coral reef survival
Do not touch corals or other creatures on the reef – stirring up sediment
can smother corals, and corals are sensitive animals!
Be a marine debris crusader - in addition to picking up your own trash, carry
away trash others have left behind. Bring an extra bag with you when you play
outside or walk your dog!
Volunteer at beach cleanups – The Florida Department of Environmental
Protection’s Coral Reef Conservation Program posts information about shorebased and underwater cleanups through their Marine Debris Reporting and
Removal Program: https://floridadep.gov/rcp/coral/content/southeast-floridamarine-debris-reporting-and-removal-program
Purchase sustainable seafood – Support a balanced ecosystem by

●

●

purchasing sustainable seafood.
○
Monterey Bay Aquarium publishes consumer guides for seafood and
sushi per region. The guides are updated every 6 months, and there is
also a Seafood Watch app. https://www.seafoodwatch.org/seafoodrecommendations/consumer-guides
Reduce, reuse, and recycle – Reduce your single-use plastic consumption,
reuse when possible, and learn the recycling regulations in your county to
dispose of items properly.
Talk to your family and friends about Florida’s Coral Reef – Many people
do not know that we have a coral reef in our backyard! Share the wonders of
our underwater world with your friends and family.

