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Keeping you up-to-date on the DEP Coral Reef Conservation Program and
Southeast Florida Coral Reef Initiative!

June 8th is World Oceans Day
In December 2008, the United Nations officially recognized June 8th as World
Oceans Day. This year, World Oceans Day is uniting conservation action to
grow the global movement calling on world leaders to protect 30% of our blue
planet by 2030. Share how you will #ProtectOurHome on social media and
read on to learn about what the DEP Coral Reef Conservation Program and the
Southeast Florida Coral Reef Initiative do every day to protect our reef!

Coral Reef Webinar Week
In lie of in-person Earth Month
classes, the Coral Reef Conservation
Program partnered with Florida Sea
Grant and Friends of Our Florida
Reefs to host Coral Reef Webinar
Week from April 27th - May 1st.
Over five nights, the webinar topics
included reef fish, stony coral, and
marine invertebrate identification.
For the first time, the Coral Reef Conservation Program conducted its SEAFAN
BleachWatch training online to teach SCUBA divers and snorkelers how to
identify and report coral disease and bleaching in southeast Florida. Over the
five nights, the webinars had 1,711 attendees that hailed from Florida and as
far away as Alaska, Austria, Chile and Australia!
Watch Coral Reef Webinar Week recordings

Southeast Florida Coral Reef Initiative Welcomes

New Technical Advisory Committee Member
Laura Jay Grove is a Research
Fishery Biologist at the National
Marine Fisheries Service’s Southeast
Fisheries Science Center (SEFSC) in
Miami. Jay received her B.S. in
marine biology from the University
of New Hampshire, M.S. in marine
science from the University of New
England, and Ph.D. in fisheries from
Auburn University. She is the NOAA
Coral Reef Conservation Program’s
National Coral Reef Monitoring
Program’s (NCRMP) SEFSC lead. In
this role, she is the lead fish data
scientist ensuring high quality data
collection and analysis. Jay is also
NCRMP’s Florida sampling
coordinator. Every other year she
coordinates with multiple federal,
state, local, and academic
institutions to survey fishes and
corals throughout Florida. This large
survey effort provides domain-wide
reef fish and coral population status
and trends that are used to inform
regional resource management.
Within Florida, the southeast region
is particularly special to her since
she lives in Broward County with her
family.

Her husband is a fish biologist with
FWC in West Palm, and together
with their son, they regularly enjoy
Florida’s many natural resources
during their time off. Jay is excited
to join the Southeast Florida Coral
Reef Initiative Technical Advisory
Committee to engage in the
meaningful effort of prioritizing
actions that mitigate threats to coral
reef resources in southeast Florida.

Read all SEFCRI Technical
Advisory Committee Bio's

Friends of Our Florida Reefs Welcomes
New President, Melissa Sathe, and
Reflects on Success with Scott Sheckman
Friends of Our Florida Reefs (FOFR)
recently welcomed a new Board
President, Melissa Sathe. Former
President Scott Sheckman will
remain as a Board Director and
Treasurer. We want to give a
heartfelt thanks to Scott, FOFR’s
first President and Co-Founder. In addition to being an integral part in the
founding of FOFR, Scott has grown the non-profit and built remarkable
partnerships that continue to benefit our reefs. Through Scott’s leadership,
FOFR played a vital role in planning the 2017 US Coral Reef Task Force
Meeting held in Florida. Scott has led many FOFR fundraising initiatives to
support the Coral Reef Conservation Program’s BleachWatch classes and
annual underwater reef cleanups.
Melissa is excited to bring her South Florida reef experience to the table to
keep up Scott’s great work! She is a South Florida native who received her
B.S. from Tulane University and M.S. from Nova Southeastern University. At

NSU, she was a graduate researcher for the Coral Reef Restoration,
Assessment and Monitoring Lab. After completing her Master's degree, Melissa
worked at Miami-Dade County’s Department of Environmental Resources
Management where she managed coral reef monitoring field work and then
moved on to the DEP Coral Reef Conservation Program as the Reef Injury
Prevention and Response Technician. Melissa currently works for Coastal EcoGroup, a private environmental consulting business, as a Senior Marine
Biologist.

2020 Stony Coral Tissue Loss Disease
Technical Workshop
The Florida Stony Coral Tissue Loss Disease response teams gathered virtually
over five days in May for a workshop to review progress in the collective
response effort and to discuss priorities for the future. The organizers of the
virtual workshop had no easy feat - coordinating with hundreds of participants
spanning more than six time zones! Discussions centered around synthesizing
research, defining intervention success, evaluating communications and
outreach, and establishing priorities for capacity building related to disease
response in the Caribbean.

Every day is World Oceans Day for the
DEP Coral Reef Conservation Program!
“As Manager of the Southeast Florida Coral Reef Ecosystem Conservation Area
(Coral ECA), my role working with stakeholders to find the best balance of
activities that preserve our Florida way of life while allowing coral reefs to
thrive, protects our oceans to ensure that the reefs continue to provide us with
the many benefits we’re accustomed to - including food, biomedical products,
coastal protection from storms, jobs and revenue, tourism and recreation, and
biodiversity and aesthetics.” Jamie Monty, Manager

The Reef Injury Prevention
and Response Program team
works to prevent and minimize
direct injury to coral reef
habitats in southeast Florida
through boater outreach, local
agency partnerships, and leading
response efforts and the
pursuance of Florida’s Coral Reef
Protection Act, with the hopes of
recovering and restoring
damaged natural resources.

"Through project reviews and
recommendations to minimize
impacts of coastal construction
projects, my work ensures that a
balance is maintained between
use of the marine environment
and protection of its most
vulnerable creatures for
generations to come.”
Shelby Wedelich, Maritime
Industry and Coastal
Construction Impacts
Coordinator

“I coordinate and collect
stakeholder-identified
management recommendations
to aid the development of an
adaptive management plan
using the best available science
to address the goals outlined by
the local community to protect
and preserve southeast Florida's
coral reefs.”
Nicole D’Antonio, Fishing,
Diving and Other Uses
Coordinator

"Understanding water quality
along Florida’s Coral Reef helps
to identify and reduce both the
constituents and impacts of
land-based sources of pollution
on coral reef ecosystems, and is
useful to coastal managers to
detect changes in the ecosystem
that are linked to the state of
coral reefs.”
Alycia Shatters, Land-Based
Sources of Pollution
Coordinator

"Kristine Tompkins, the UN
Environment Patron of Protected
Areas, says “you can’t protect a
place unless you understand it.
You can’t love it until you know
it.” I share the wonders of
southeast Florida reefs with our
community through education
and outreach projects in hopes
that they can learn about our
reef creatures and love them as
much as I do!”
Michelle Graulty, Awareness
and Appreciation Coordinator

"Through the coordination of the
Southeast Florida Action Network
(SEAFAN), our citizen science
reporting and response program,
my role helps to improve the
protection and management of
southeast Florida reefs by
organizing marine debris cleanup
efforts, increasing responses to
reef damage, and providing early
detection of potentially harmful
biological disturbances including
coral bleaching and disease.”
Kristi Kerrigan, Assistant
Manager





